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The Brahma-Yoga of the Gita has broken the limits of closed
thinking and artificial. -walls. which are: unfortunately
maintained even now by the followers of the great Vedinta
Schools. Its central teachings are: |. that there will never emerge
the illuminational, the direct and the ‘concrete, blissful know-
ledge of Brahman, unless one receives the grace of God through
a powerful God-realized Master; 2. that all kinds of aliruistic
works, penances, sacrifices, “philosophic contemplation on
virtues, and yogic postures, though useful as means, will never
be a substitute for God-realization: 3. that what Is now-a-days
loosely talked about, as Anasaktiyoga and as the Niskama
karma-yoga, can never be achieved without the fulfilment of
the prior condition of Asakti or aitachment to God; 4. that
Bhakti, Jidna (experience of God) and Vairagya arc interdepen-
dent, and must grow together; 5. that experience of spiritual
equality of all creatures before God must be the basis and the
source of all other kinds of unity, equality and fraternity; 6. and
that, finally, man is only an instrument in the hands of God,
and that his duty lies in participating in the nature of God
and in his works, as also in leading the erring humanity
towards fellow-feeling, God-realization and the bliss of it.

Vinayak Hari Dite is a familiarname in the modern philo-
sophical world. He came into prominence with the publication
of his Vedanta Explained, 2 vols. and the Yoga of the Saints,
which elicited the eloquent comipendation from the eminent
Philosopher-Saint, Prof. R-De Ranade, that “itisa work
which will command our respect, and that it is the outcome
of his own deep conviction and personal experience.”’

Dr. Date began his career as early as 1932 as Professor
of Philosophy in the colleges at Belgaum and Kolhapur.
Subsequently, he came over to Rajasthan in 1947 and
was associated with Universities of Jodhpur and Jaipur.
During this period many brilliant students had the privilege of
working under him and got the degree of Ph. D He retired in
1963 as a Reader and Head of the department of Ph1losophy,
Uni&:ﬁitydfkajmﬂran, Ialpur HEZ - AM]

Rs. 75

() @UIHAOL IATAG | THAYEAL LS



Pl m,,mmi’moasﬂ T01 T.EE GITA (FROM: THE gy OF
-. ’?ﬁ?jnll S aEdbutalS 013009 a4 IS ] MA‘D]&‘AS 10"’2“9'72)

&5 " Professor Date’s substantial volume under revtew is a
ﬂ\jﬂ h:rigl'y orrgt‘naI interpretation of the Gita. Avoiding
the' purely liberal forum and sanctum approach, it takes
up ! the position described as Brahma-Yoga. This outlook sees
mtord Krishna’s gospel a mystic God-consciousness which
can only be had through absolute devotion backed by Jfidna
and initiated by a God-realised Guru. Going to the Guru is
not a mere ritual or an act of formality. It isa spiri Hal
necessity.  Unaided spiritual practices are not warranted.
The art and science of divine hf'e, as set forth i m the Gita,
outline a discipline based on'sound morality and absolute,
~ joyous, conscious, unreserved: surrrender to the Lord: It is
~ only a God-centred existence that can give us the strength
to fight the temptations and build a new social order in the
image of justice, equality and liberty, Attempts to practise
‘Anasakti yoga’, or secure ‘Lokasangrabha’, - or ‘Sarva-Bhita-
hlta are doomed to fa;[uro in the.absenco o{ dccp and

Me is the precondmonfor fruutf‘ul”:mplembntation of all duties.
All activities to be successful must: be God-centred, and
 not God-eclipsing and . ege-promoting moods, 1

Besides the free translations of the verses, Dr. Dato
 has given us elaborate comments dlsclosrhg ”hls
~ sensitivity and deep insight inta .the meaning of the verses. .
- The perception and the preqentatlon ot' the author are fluent = :
- and their impact on ‘the reader is elov’anﬂg and ‘intimate. Dip
into the .comments. of any. verse, (you . emerge spiritually :
mstructcd The volume oarrlos two highly eful essays

1 '\T\

. I._cAdhyaya-*WISe ‘essentials of Brahﬁ:a—Yoga and “A view in :
advance” which provide the guy:le-lm;s fgrqf? Xm.?y éhe __,:.A
wra.u’thors mterpretatton In short the work :s" a 13 y,
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BRAHMA - YOGA . OF THE GITA—By V. H  Date.
Munshiram Menohazlal, 54 Rani Fhausi Road, New, Delhi - 55.

THE AMRIT BAZAR PATRIKA, OCTOBER 1, 1972 (Pages 672; Rs 75

The learned ‘'author whose earlier work ‘Vedanta
‘Explained’ has earned him a wide reputationasa scholarin
the field of spiritual discussion, presents in the 'book  under
review the basic theme of the Gita—the Brahma-Yoga ‘of
which the exponent is Sri Krishna Himself. - Dr. 'Date, it
-appears, has delved deep, perhaps deeper into 'the subjectand
has been eminently successful in establishing ' his! thesis. = He
is perfectly-right when he observes that it is:the. Brahma-Yoga
alone that breaks the limits of closed thinking, and, artificial
walls. which . the Vedantic follgwers still maintain. - We
gather from the Preface that; about half a gentury, ago the
authar began his close and earnest siudy of the Bhagayad-gitd
as @ reaction agains|. the .one-sided views, and presconceived
notions of many a schelar, and commentator ;'egqr,g;ip_g__lhw?
message of the Lord Krishna,” - Thus a mature thinking and
perfect comprehension (which is only possible by dint of
~Sadhand’ in the line faid down m the G7ta) have-gone: behm_d“ —
the makmg of this remarka,bl;: etposmon of the Brahma-Yoga
as propounded in the Gita. ~What is significant in this book
is that it contains the essentials of the main teachlngs of the
Vedanta. The second chapter entitled ‘A View in ‘Advance’
is of absorbing interest. We congratulate the author as well
as the publishers for presenting such a book having a lasting
value and an appeal to the spiritual seekers.

| Mo_ﬁjl' Balgcugn

Vm}mg Lec{urtr,
Rabmdra Bharatn Umversnty..
; : cu.cu*rra.
THE STATESMAN, 17TH SEPTEMBR, 1972. BT

Mr. Date’s htghly schclarly work tncs to prove that the
blissful knowledge of Brahman can be acquxred only through
God-realization. All altruistic ‘work, penance, sacrifice,
philosophical contemplation on virtues and yogic postures are
useful, but only up to a point... Bhakti, -Jidna and Vairagya
are intgrdependent and must grow together. ..f_[.fj_!
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"' .. ..The kernel of its teaching is the attainment of the
Brahmic consciousness through the two-fold sidhana for the
Personal God and the Tmpersonal Absolute. This is the
Brahma-yoga of the Gita, ‘the well-knit theme of all the
Adhyiyas’ as asserted by the learned author of this book. The
Gita calls upon mankind to rise to a supreme poise. Equality
Jof will and rejection of the idea of fruits (Karma-phala-tyaga)
are only means for entering into the divine consciousness.
This is the theme ably dealt with by the author of this
monumental work:

This' work is' the result of hard labour of above half
"2 century during which time the author read and reread' the
‘Gita more' than hundred times, went through 15 standard
commentaries in Sanskrit, and also read works in English
and Marathi, besides several articles on the subject. His hard
labour and patient researches have resulted in the production
of this comprehensive work of 'considerable merit containing
the gist 'of the main teachings of the five great teachers
'of Vedé.nta and their followers.

— Hid==grme

To enable the g}:ﬁeliai reader to understand the main
theme of the Gita, i.e., the Brahma-Yoga and the way to
attain it, the first few pages of the book contain the chapter,
A View in Advance’.

e ' —S. P.S.

The Marudhar Publishers have published the following books
by Dr V. H. Date and they can be had from Messers Narendra
’and Bi‘others, Kallas Street Jodhpur.

I _.-,JH.__ ) S!. Tukrirama—k:-Abkanga—Gm!m
(in Hindi Verse) Containing one thousand Abhangas
1974. : _ Rz 35/
Gt Meditations of Saint Tukarama
i " (Engl:sh rendermg of No. | above) 1976 Rs. . 35/
1 9 ‘C:I-Sukha-Taranga | : s :
.+ 00 Printed separately from No.. I o [gas: Révso ”.
4. 'Diomonds on the Spiritual Crown, VEe g
(Eng. rendering of No. 3),1976. . Rs.. 1/
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Kallas’ street, Jodhpur.

8 i wrahy sabdlr wemplov ledtnmicdiig 2 90 1 1a2es =1e1Y

Mok 'Fadc}ntq Explained’ (Two vols. in English) Rs. 100/5

2. Bm&ma-foﬂ& of the Gm; (in English) ' Rs. 75}:
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V.H. Date. Brhma Yoga of the Gita- New Delhi, Munshi Ram
Manohar Lal, 1971, In-80°, Introduction 24 pages and 648
j pages of text, :

The celebrated Gita has been the subject of coMéntaries
by the geatest philosophers of madiaeval wfxZmdima Indla,
It has been considered by them to be as authorgtative as
the Vedanta, the 'End of knowledge and the Upanisads, Since
the 18th century, the G1ta has regained its vogue when
the translation of Wilkins made it appreciated by the
¥ Eurgpeans, During the British Rule it was a Book of
National interest to the Indians which did honour to the
country besides 1ts Government and whos¢doctrine inspired
into the people a sentiment of dignity of wisdom dominating
an adverse fate, The ontologlecal conscience dominated the
political situation., It is thus that Krishna, inearnation
of supreme divinity taught to Arjuna, son of the God
Warrior Indra, to surmount the anguish of battle againSt
his relatives by raising his mind to the serenity of
detachment from all personal interestsin the accomplishment
| . of his duty to the state and to the ednscienee of glory of
: the Being in itself, the unique substratum of all the
_ things tmf¥ux in flux. Thus the Gita has.astained the
| movement of Gandhi.

The Gisa always merits the admiration and the exegeses,
not only br the role it has played in- Indian culture
but more becuase it is always popular and inspiring in
the present soeciety. :

!
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! This is a commentary which has been written in Enelish

! around the text in Nagri Seript by Mr. Dateys This comentary

a is mmpke full and significant of the eminepa..txgnmx
'importance which is presently attached to this text in

3 Indja and for the general diffusion of Indian thought.

|

_Publishers-

Bulletin of the French School of the Far-East Volume-62,
Paris-197,5.

Adrien Maisonneuve, il,t_mfa_f. Saint- Sul_'pihe_,.P_:aris (601)'..
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